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Aberrant Left Atrial Branch from the Left Main Trunk

Clinical Image
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Clinical Image
A 58 year old gentleman with the diagnosis of chronic stable angina CCS III was referred to our centre for coronary angiography. It revealed 

diffuse disease in Left Anterior Descending (LAD) artery and its branches and discrete plaques in Left Circumflex (LCx) (Figure 1). The Left 
Main Coronary Artery (LMCA) was devoid of any significant lesion, but to the distal half of its shaft an anomalous twig was seen arising and 
traversing posterior and cephalad, consistent with the course of left atrial branch. The LMCA is the major arterial trunk supplying blood to 
majority of myocardial tissue (Figure 2). It arises from left aortic cusp and within few millimetres of length bifurcates into LAD and LCx branch. 
Occasionally a third branch, the ramus intermedius, arises from the point of confluence. The left atrial branch which is supposedly the part of 
the circumflex system, has anomalously originated from the distal left main trunk in our patient's angiographic study (Figure 3). This a rare 
angiographic observation only being demonstrated previously in a single report in medical literature till date [1]. The clinical significance of this 
angiographic variant is yet to be determined.
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Figure 1: Aberrant left atrial artery branching from the left main coronary 
trunk instead of the proximal left circumflex. Figure 2: LAO Caudal angiographic view of the aberrant left atrial branch.

Figure 3: Cranial projection view.
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