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Opinion
To end of life a patient or expedite demise by using any medical 

interventions on voluntary patient’s demand, known as Assisted 
Dying (AD), it includes: Physician Assisted Suicide (PAS) and 
euthanasia [1]. PAS in which doctor offers a patient medications to be 
administered by the patient purposely to commit suicide on voluntary 
patient’s request [1].

Netherlands, Belgium (where AD is allowed) and The European 
Association for Palliative Care (which is against AD) define euthanasia 
as a physician knowingly kills a patient by administering medication 
upon voluntary patient’s wish [2-4]. In contrast to euthanasia, in 
withdrawing and withholding Life-Sustaining Treatment (LST) 
patient will die from disease progression not from these interventions 
and there is no intention to accelerate demise. LST is treatments that 
lengthen life without improving the prognosis. In Muslim countries 
where suppression or removing LST is allowed, euthanasia and PAS 
are illegal. Muslims believe that only God decides the time and the 
way of death. Exception only for certain crimes.

If palliative care considered ineffective this gives patients the right 
to ask for AD within the palliative care unit [5]. But since terminal 
sedation for intractable symptoms can be offered in palliative care 
units as another choice, palliative is certainly not futile [6], and an 
impression of palliative futility is clinically inappropriate [7]. In Islam 
palliative sedation is allowed as long as there is no intension to end 
one’s life, so where religious prohibits AD, intermittent or continuous 
palliative sedation can be a solution for intractable symptoms and 
suffering along with high quality palliative care.

Health care providers may oppose an integral palliative care 
because once it is available to patients; they may lose motivation 
to survive. Others support the integral palliative care model [8]. 
Although palliative care and euthanasia activities in Belgium have 
boosted each other [5,9], this has been doubtful and unclear [10]. 

Patient’s autonomy is considered when patient requests LST. 
Sometimes LST may be harmful, patient has no right to ask for 
injurious or ineffective treatments but has the right to reject medical 
treatment even it results in earlier death [11,12].

Justice is considered when deciding not to initiate or to stop LST, 
example doctors decide who is entitled for an Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU) bed, when there are limited ICU beds, and this judgement 
considers together benefits and burdens to a patient and competing 
requirements for the bed by other patient [13].

Doctors also can use futility to stop or not to start LST 
unilaterally, if it deemed to be ineffective symptomatic treatment and 
will not upgrade patient’s lifestyle [14]. This also enables clinicians 
to avoid difficult discussions needed to convince relatives with high 
expectations.

The doctrine of double effect has been used to defend giving high-
doses of sedating and narcotic drugs to relief symptoms during the 
removal of mechanical ventilation and accidentally shorten life [13].

A shared decision-making is important. Rarely patients may not 
wish to receive information or discussion for making decision for 
care, may be for cultural, personalities, religious or believes reasons 
[15-17]. It is a cultural norm in place where I am working that females 
leave decisions of their plan of care to male family members.

References
1.	 Twycross R, Wilcock A. Introducing palliative care. 5th ed. Nottingham: 

palliativedrugs.com; 2016.

2.	 Onwuteaka-Philipsen BD, Brinkman-Stoppelenburg A, Penning C, de Jong-Krul GJ, 
van Delden JJ, van der Heide A. Trends in end-of-life practices before and after the 
enactment of the euthanasia law in the Netherlands from 1990 to 2010: a repeated 
cross-sectional survey. Lancet. 2012;380(9845):908-15.

3.	 Chambaere K, Bilsen J, Cohen J, Onwuteaka-Philipsen BD, Mortier F, Deliens L. 
Trends in medical end-of-life decision making in Flanders, Belgium 1998-2001-2007. 
Med Decis Making. 2011;31(3):500-10.

4.	 Materstvedt LJ, Clark D, Ellershaw J,  Førde R, Gravgaard AMB, Müller-Busch HC, et 
al. Euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide: a view from an EAPC Ethics Task Force. 
Palliat Med. 2003;17(2):97-101; discussion 102-79.

5.	 Bernheim JL, Deschepper R, Distelmans W, Mullie A, Bilsen J, Deliens L. 
Development of palliative care and legalisation of euthanasia: antagonism or synergy? 
BMJ. 2008;336(7649):864-7.

6.	 Materstvedt LJ, Bosshard G. Deep and continuous palliative sedation (terminal 
sedation): clinical-ethical and philosophical aspects. Lancet Oncol. 2009;10(6):622-7.

7.	 Materstvedt LJ. Palliative care ethics: the problems of combining palliation and 
assisted dying. Prog Palliat Care. 2013;21(3):158-64.

8.	 Cherny N, Fallon M, Kaasa S, Portenoy R, Currow DC. Oxford Textbook of palliative 
medicine. 5th edition. Oxford University Press, Oxford Lars Johan Materstvedt and 
Georg Bosshard, 'Eithanasia and Palliative Care' (s5.7). 2015:314-322.

9.	 Bernheim JL. Missed opportunity to advance debate on assisted dying. BMJ. 
2011;343:d4221.

10.	 Gamester N, van den Eynden B. The relationship between palliative care and legalized 
euthanasia in Belgium. J Palliative Med. 2009;12(7):589-91.



© 2023 - Medtext Publications. All Rights Reserved. 068

Annals of Clinical Case Studies

2023 | Volume 5 | Article 1090

11.	 Luce JM. Physicians do not have a responsibility to provide futile or unreasonable care 
if a patient or family insists. Crit Care Med. 1995;23(4):760-6.

12.	 Brett AS, McCullough LB. Addressing requests by patients for nonbeneficial 
interventions. JAMA. 2012;307(2):149-50.

13.	 Cherny N, Fallon M, Kaasa S, Portenoy R, Currow DC. Oxford Textbook of palliative 
medicine. 5th edition. Oxford University Press, Oxford. 2015.

14.	 Ko DN, Blinderman CD. Withholding and withdrawing life-sustaining treatment 
(including artificial nutrition and hydration). Oxford Academic. 2015;323-34.

15.	 Schneiderman LJ, Jecker NS, Jonsen AR. Medical futility: its meaning and ethical 
implications. Ann Intern Med. 1990;112(12):949-54.

16.	 Azoulay E, Pochard F, Chevret S, Adrie C, Annane D, Bleichner G, et al. Half the family 
members of intensive care unit patients do not want to share in the decision-making 
process: a study in 78 French intensive care units. Crit Care Med. 2004;32(9):1832-8.

17.	 Searight HR, Gafford J. Cultural diversity at the end of life: issues and guidelines for 
family physicians. Am Fam Physician. 2005;71(3):515-22.

18.	 Kelley AS, Wenger NS, Sarkisian CA. Opiniones: end of life care preferences and 
planning of older Latinos. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2010;58(6):1109-16.


	Title
	Opinion
	References

